
Who Needs Parents In High 

School? 
YOU DO! 

Michelle Lewis and Kimm Phillips 

Parent Information Center 



Two Way Parent Engagement 

What does it look like in high school? 

What is different about parent 

involvement in high school from 

elementary school? 

 



Definition of Family Engagement 

Three components of  

effective, sustained, and systemic  

family and community engagement  

 

Rosenberg, H., Research and Best Practices for Engaging Families to Increase Student Success. 2011  



Is a shared responsibility  in which  

 Schools and other community agencies 
and organizations are committed to 
reaching out to engage families in 
meaningful ways  
 

 Families are committed to actively 
supporting their children’s learning and 
development 

 

Effective Family Engagement 



Effective  Family Engagement 

Is continuous across a child’s life 

 From birth to high school and beyond 

 Entails enduring commitment but 

changing roles as children mature into 

young adulthood 

 



Effective Family Engagement 

 Cuts across and reinforces learning in the 

multiple settings where children learn –  

 at home,  

 in prekindergarten programs,  

 in school, in after school programs,  

 and in the community  

 

Rosenberg, H., Research and Best Practices for Engaging Families to Increase Student Success. 2011  



What have you tried? 

The obstacles? 

What did you learn? 

How can you do it differently? 



Engagement of Families 

Believe it can be done 

Common Purpose 

Positive beliefs 

Mutual respect 



Strategies for Overcoming Barriers 

How do you talk to parents? 

How do you prepare for difficult 

conversations? 

How do you work with other 

teachers? 



Strategies for Overcoming Barriers 

 Let parents know what their attendance and 

involvement means 

 Be sensitive to family structures, social and cultural 

concerns, time restraints 

 Catch the students doing something good and let the 

parents know 

 Provide opportunities to come together and learn 

skills in leadership, collaboration and shared decision 

making 



Promising Practices 

Shared vision 

Purposeful connection to learning 

High quality programming and staff 

Robust communication – Start early in 
the year, keep trying 

Evaluation for accountability and 
“next time” 
 



Make it Happen 

What are the activities you can think of 

where parent involvement would be 

helpful? 

What steps need to be carried out? 

Who can be involved? 

Make an action plan for yourself! 



Family, School and Community 

Partnerships 

Students do better in schools 

Parents become empowered 

Teacher morale improves 

School gets better 

Communities grow stronger 

Henderson, A., & Mapp, K. (2002) A new wave of evidence: The impact of school, family and community 

connections on student achievement. Austin, TX: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.   


