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Primary acquisition of knowledge and skills through 
instruction or study outside of the traditional 
classroom methodology 

• Independent study 

• Private instruction 

• Performing groups 

• Internships 

• Community service 

• Apprenticeships 

• Online courses 

• Work Based learning opportunities 

Extended Learning Opportunity 
Competencies (or Power 

Standards ) are the knowledge, 

skills, and/or behaviors students 

must master in a specific content 

or performance area.  

Mastery is the consistently  

successful application of a set of 

knowledge (facts),  

skills (processes),  

and behaviors (actions)  

to complex problems and novel 

situations.  

In order to achieve Mastery, 

students must be able to 

demonstrate Proficiency through 

a preponderance of evidence of 

attainment of the required 

competencies in and/or across a 

content area.  

• Importance of ELO Coordinator 

• Fluidity of roles – teacher, community partner 

• High expectations for students  

• Local policy drives ultimately what is possible 

• Elective credit often a starting point 

• ELOs have improved course competencies 

across schools 

• Deepened relationships b/n teachers students 

 
~Executive Summary:  Final Report of Evaluation Findings  

May 2011, UMass Donohue Institute 

NH ELO Evaluation Best practices 

• Feedback (0.73) 

• Teacher/Student 
relationships (0.72) 

• Meta-cognitive strategies 
(0.69) 

~ Hattie, 2009 

Relationships, Relevance & Rigor       
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Categories of ELOs 

Interest-driven ELOs – creative, highly personalized, 
beyond-the-classroom experiences. 
   

Student-support-driven ELOs – flexible responses to 
students’ academic or social support needs.   

 
Integration-driven ELOs – bringing existing programming 
under the ELO tent.  

 
~Executive Summary:  Final Report of Evaluation Findings  

May 2011, UMass Donohue Institute 

 

In fact, ELOs can be: 

 

  individual   or group-based 

  school-based or larger community 

  student  initiated or  adult initiated  

  large scale  or small scale 

  tied to a class or extracurricular 

 

 In ANY discipline 

 For ANY student 

Program 
Checklist 

Site 
Template 

Design 
Template 

Rubrics 
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providing rich experiences  

Engage students by 

through meaningful 
contexts that 

develop students’ 
competence and confidence 

as measured by 
observation and feedback 

Address competencies through 

guiding essential questions 
explored in 
authentic context supported by 

content and skill development 
evaluated through 
learning assessments 

Community Based 

Group Experiences 

School Based 

Group Experiences Community Partners are everywhere! 

• YMCA 

• Community Music Center 

• NH Humanities Council 

• Public Television Service 

• Nackey Loeb School of Communication 

• Youth Ventures 

• UNH Warmth from the Millyard 

• National Poetry Month 

• Elliot Hospital 

• New Hampshire Institute of Politics 

• FIRST Robotics 

• Destination Imagination 

Community Partner 
Outreach 

Establishing the ELO 

Community Partner 
Conversations 

Student  

Preparation 

Community Partner 
Support 

Student  

Support 

Wrapping Up 

Site Template 
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Some Definitions 

 Assessment – activities that provide information about student’s 

understanding and skill in a specific topic 

 Test – a type of assessment that takes place at a specific time; commonly 

paper-and-pencil format 

 Evaluation – the process of making judgments about the levels of 

student’s understanding or skill based on an assessment 

 Measurement – assigning scores to an assessment based on an 

explicit set of rules 

 Score – the number or letter assigned to an assessment via the process 

of measurement  

 
Classroom Assessment & 

Grading That Work  -- 

Marzano, 2006 

 

15 minute Break 

Piloting ELOs in your school… 
If you are among the first in your school to try an ELO, take 
some time to sit down and specify: 

 

Who are your allies in starting ELOs? 
Where does your school already have “almost ELOs?” 
What’s going to get in your way? What are the barriers? 
What are you worried about? 
What is your school/district policy about ELOs? 
Who needs to be on board? 
Who is already on board? 
How will you explain and promote your ELO to students and 
faculty? 

 

Come up with strategies and tasks and start picking away at your 
list. 

 

Strengths 

 

 

Weaknesses 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities 

 

 

Threats 

ELO SWOT 

Online Resources 

BeyondClassroom.org 

www.education.nh.gov/innovations/elo/ 

ecardineQED@gmail.com 

 

http://beyondclassroom.org/almost-elos
http://www.education.nh.gov/innovations/elo/
beyondclassroom.org/

